Continuing our monthly profiles on our members of the 901 Detachment in MAY 2023 we
acknowledge the service of Victor Anthony (Antonio) Espino Jr!

Antonio Espino was recently elected commandant of the Marine Corps League's Casa Grande
Detachment 901.

The Casa Grande Union High School graduate, former firefighter and retired United States
Marine said he was truly “grateful and honored” to hold such a position. “I did not know how
this election was gonna turn out, I just put my best foot forward and I was so tremendously
overwhelmed that I had the support of this league moving forward as commandant.”

The 36-year-old Espino grew up and was educated in Casa Grande at Evergreen Elementary
and then at Union and was raised with his brothers and sisters by single mom in Irene. Espino
says his mother taught him valuable life lessons in self-discipline which prepared him for his
future career when he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps.

“I grew up in a very disciplined household, so I had my share of do's and don'ts. It was easier
for me because it actually allowed me to practice the skills within another organization. I had to
shower, I had to shave, I had to iron my clothes,” recalled Espino “When I joined in JROTC, I
already knew how to do that, but there was some other colleagues and classmates of mine who
did not know. I was showing them how to do things and these are simple basic life things that
not a lot of people have been shown.”

Espino says he is extremely proud of his Latino background and heritage and of the opportunities
the Marine Corps provided.

/

Well, what it did for my specific community and my specific
demographic was it gave us an opportunity to have stern
foundation, discipline and core values,” said Espino. “The
Marine Corps has various leadership traits that we were
lacking growing up. If you weren't in a sport, there really
wasn't anything for you to do. A few of my classmates didn't
know what to do and the JROTC program was the only thing
that we wanted to do. They held us to a higher standard.”

After graduating from Casa Grande Union High in 2005,
Espino spends a couple of years at Central Arizona College
and learnt to be a firefighter where he spent 3 years in that
role.

Espino then joined the Marines in 2007 and served on
active duty in the Iraq and Afghanistan campaigns and
during his service received several personal awards
including the Combat Action ribbon, Presidential Unit
citation, Naval Unit citation, Meritorious Unit citation, Good
Conduct medal, National Defense medal, Afghanistan
Campaign medal, Iraqi Campaign medal, the Operation Inherent Resolve medal, Global War on
Terrorism medal, Sea Service Deployment ribbon and the NATO ISAF medal.

Serving his country as a Marine was a great honor according to Espino particularly when it was
during active duty.

“It's actually an honor and a privilege to deploy into do your job,” said Espino.



“There are some people that served in a different era where something may or may not have
been going on but they did their job, and that's the gratification. For myself, going straight to
Iraq it was an honor.”

After ending his service in the Marines in 2020, Espino went back to firefighting and after a
while decided it wasn’t what he wanted to do and decided to help run his father trucking
business A& F Transportation which is his current job.

As the new Marine Corps league commandant Espino says he is extremely mindful the league
has in terms of its role as a civic group in the Casa Grande community and is looking to build
partnerships with the local community and related organizations.

“When you drive in Casa Grande you see the welcome signs on Pinal Avenue or on Jimmy Kerr
boulevard and our Marine Corps League sign sits alongside the clubs such as Rotary, Kiwanis
and the Girl Scouts.

“I'm aware of the important role the Casa Marine Corps League detachment has to play in the
community. Whether it’s helping veterans with a benefit question or just to provide a place to
be amongst fellow veterans, we want to be there to help others,” said Espino.

In an ironic way the journey for Espino has turned full circle with his new duties as the Casa
Grande Marine Corps League commandant and is keen for the league to connect with the JROTC
program at Casa Grande Union High. “I know we’ll be reaching out to the Casa Grande JROTC,”
said Espino, I'd like to connect and focus on the JROTC at the Union High School. That program
ultimately is going to benefit these Casa Grande kids who are involved just like it did with me.”

The Casa Grande Marine Corps League Detachment 901 congratulates Antonio Espino on his
election and wishes him all the best during his tenure as Commandant.




