
MARINE OF THE MONTH JANUARY 2025 
Ryan Smith was born on April 24th, 1988, in Beatrice, 
Nebraska, and graduated from Beatrice High School in 
2006. 

In June 2006, Ryan enlisted in our beloved Corps, 
stepping off the bus at MCRD San Diego on the famous 
yellow footprints, and began 13 weeks of training to 
become a United States Marine. While at MCRD, he 
was with the 3rd RTB Golf Company platoon in 2016, 
graduating on September 8th, 2006. After graduating 
from MCRD, he then headed to Camp Pendleton for 
infantry school for 8 weeks to become a 0341 

Mortarman. He finally hit the fleet in November 2006, joining the "Americas Battalion" 3rd Battalion 
3rd Marines at MCBH Kaneohe, Hawaii, on the island of Oahu. Ryan would find himself serving two 
tours in Iraq with 3/3. First was Fallujah in 2007 and again in late 2008 to Al Asad. 

After getting out of the Marines in June 2010, Ryan spent time in the Inactive Ready Reserve, serving 
with the Marine Corps Reserve in Omaha, Nebraska. He then attended College and received his 
Associate's Degree from Southeast Community College in Milford, Nebraska. During this time, 
Ryan married his wife, Vanessa, and they now have two daughters, Aubrey and Jaylin. He and his 
family now reside in Arizona City, and Ryan works as a Commercial HVAC Technician in Chandler, 
Arizona. He has been a member of the Marine Corps League since 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


