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Dana Weaver has had a heart for his county and community since he was little. As child
he served his community as a Cub Scout and Boy Scout achieving the Star Scout rank and
always looked up to those that served in uniform.

- Dana joined the Navy in May 1976 in the delayed Enlistment program and entered the

~ service in November 1976 and attended Boot Camp in Orlando Florida. He was selected
to serve as a Corpsman and went to Naval Hospital Corpsman School in Great Lakes,
Illinois and upon completion of school received orders to Jacksonville Naval Hospital in
Jacksonville Florida.

He served at the Naval Hospital in Jacksonville for about a year before accepting a duty
swap to Pensacola Florida where he spent the next three years. While at Naval Air

Station Pensacola he was selected to serve as a SAR (Sea, Air Rescue) Corpsman and he
flew with Helicopter Combat Squadron (HC) 16 known as the "BULLFROGS". In 1980,
he received orders to attend Fleet Marine Force Training at Camp Lejeune, North

Carolina before heading to New River Air Station as a Flight Corpsman with the Helicopter
Squadrons assigned.

While assigned at New River he completed several deployments such as: Yuma AZ
Cobra desert training, 29 Palms as support for Recon training, and two
Mediterranean Sea deployments. The first deployment was in 1981 on the USS
Guadalcanal attached to HMM-261 known as the “Raging Bulls.” During this
deployment he served as standby off the coast of Egypt in case there was a
need to evacuate US Citizens attending the Funeral of Egypt’s third President
Muhammad Anwar el-Sadat who was assassinated on October 6, 1981.

During this cruise he had the opportunity to visit Italy, France, and Rota Spain.
Unfortunately, during this cruise the squadron did lose a CH-53 with all five Marines
on board and only recovered two Marines. Dana cannot watch the movie "FINAL
COUNTDOWN" as this crash happened just as it ended, and he remembers how much
of a loss it was.

His second cruise was not even a cruise that he was scheduled to go on. A fellow
Corpsman that was assigned needed to stay home because of his mother’s health issues and
he was asked to go because he was still single. This deployment forever changed him as he
was deployed with HMM-162 known as the “Golden Eagles” to Beirut Lebanon from May
1983 to November 1983 on the USS IWO JIMA.

We all remember what happened on October 23rd, 1983, at about 06:00 or
we have learned about it just by being a Marine. Dana remembers being
asleep in his bunk on the IWO JIMA when he heard the 1MC start piping
and thinking this is Sunday they do not Pipe on the IMC on Sundays. The
next thing that rang out was "Medevac Crews man your Medevacs" and he
was airborne in a CH-46 25 feet off the Mediterranean Sea to the airport.
Upon landing he ran to the hanger and heard the sirens of an ambulance
which drove right to his Helicopter, Dana then started taking care of the » -
injured Marines from the Beirut Bombing. Unfortunately the first Marine brought to him was
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Ry dead and before he started ferrying the Injured to the IWO JIMA he was
~_ tasked with setting up the temporary Morgue in the Hanger they were
2 using.

. Dana was on shore for 36 hours before heading
back to the ship. Dana stated, “one thing that

' burns vividly in my mind was when we went to the
local hosp1ta1 to check on Injured Marines being treated there, we checked
in on the BLT Commander and when we left [ saw a Beirut civilian reach
behind his back and pull what looked to be a 45, he was looking straight at
me as he handed the weapon to the security guard but the hatred in his eye
was unmistakable and it gave me chills.”

After returning from that deployment, he received orders to return to
Pensacola Florida as a SAR Corpsman assigned back with HC-16
again and for the next four years he did this duty and when not on
flight status he worked out of the branch clinic on the base. While
assigned to the branch clinic the commanding officer
of the Pensacola Naval Hospital, Captain Martin,
awarded Dana with the Air Medal and Navy
Achievement Medal for his actions in Beruit,
Lebanon.

Dana’s next tour of duty was with the 3rd FSSG in Okinawa Japan. He was only
there for about 8 months before issues with his wife caused him to return home and
then take a Hardship Discharge.

Dana has worked for Core Civic for almost nine years and

has been a valued member of the Casa Grande Detachment
901, Marine Corps League for the last two years spending

over 200 hours of community over this time.




