
Kenneth Richard Neukircher 

 

His dad was in the US Army and his mom worked for Boeing aircra< in Washington state. He 
was born on August 26, 1943, in Tacoma Washington. A<er the war they seHled on a farm 
south of Medina North Dakota. That is where he spent his youth unMl he graduated from high 
school in 1962. 

In October 1962 Ken joined the U.S. Marine Corps delayed program. But the Cuban missiles 
crises change that. He received orders to report to MCRD (Marine Corps Recruit Depot) San 
Diego, California. on December 26, 1962 

A<er he got off the 
bus and stood on the 
foot prints, a<er 15 
minutes he thought 
this was a stupid 
idea. A<er three 
months he 
graduated from boot 
camp on March 14.  

Then on the way to 
ITR (Infantry Training 
Regiment) at camp 
Pendleton, California 
he spent the next 
four weeks in 
training.  

 

 

 
 



On July 3,1963 he was on ship to Okinawa, Japan. Ken was staMoned at Camp Surkaran with 
the 3rd Marine Division. He was assigned to motor transport and was a motor vehicle operator. 
September 1964 he was back on a ship to the United States. 

October 1964, he reported to Marine Corps Air StaMon, El Toro Santa Ana, California and he 
was there unMl December 1965 when he got orders to go to Vietnam. 

January 1966 he was in country with the 1st Marine Air Wing at Chu Lia, Vietnam with the 2nd 
Light AnM Aircra< Missile BaHalion. December 1966 he was back in the United States to be 
discharge from the Marine Corps. 

 
 

In 1967 move to Minneapolis, Minnesota.  He got his first job May 1968, join the Marine Corps 
Reserves at Minneapolis Naval Air StaMon. October 1971 he was discharge from the Marine 
Corps. 

1970 he met his wife Dianna and they have three daughters, Shelly, Cindy, Teena, and have 
four grandchildren. Ken and Dianna have been married for fi<y-two years and counMng. 

 
June 1973, he joined the United States Air Force Reserves. 
With the Air Force he traveled to Japan, Germany, and Spain  
and other bases in the U.S, a<er 24 years he reMred in July 1997. 
 

 
Ribbons awarded during his military service:  AF Outstanding Unit Award, Marine Good 
Conduct, NaMonal Defense Service, Vietnam Service, AF Longevity Service, Armed Forces 
Reserve, Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship, AF 
Training, RVN Gallantry Cross W/Palm, Republic of Vietnam Campaign, 

With the Marine Corps and the Air Force combined he has 33 years of military service. He 
reMred with the rank of Master Sargent. 



 

 

 

He is a VFW Life member. He has held many posiMons at VFW Post 1791 and District 2 in 
Minnesota. He transferred to Casa Grande Post 1677 in 2019. 

In 2020 he joined the Marine corps league and currently hold the posiMon of Judge advocate. 

 

 

 
 


