Kenneth Richard Neukircher

His dad was in the US Army and his mom worked for Boeing aircraft in Washington state. He
was born on August 26, 1943, in Tacoma Washington. After the war they settled on a farm
south of Medina North Dakota. That is where he spent his youth until he graduated from high
school in 1962.

In October 1962 Ken joined the U.S. Marine Corps delayed program. But the Cuban missiles
crises change that. He received orders to report to MCRD (Marine Corps Recruit Depot) San
Diego, California. on December 26, 1962

After he got off the
bus and stood on the
foot prints, after 15
minutes he thought
this was a stupid
idea. After three
months he
graduated from boot
camp on March 14

Then on the way to
ITR (Infantry Training
Regiment) at camp
Pendleton, California
he spent the next
four weeks in
training.
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SAFE DRIVING AWARDS--Eighteen men of Station Transportation Division were awarded safe

driving certificates by Maj. Lee V. Barkley, motor transport officer, Friday. They have accum-

ulated a total of 58 years of accident free Marine Corps Driving. They are: Cpls. D, Brown,
9 years; M.J, Burnes, 5 years; J.F. Bozyk, J.L. Hubach, and W.J, Theis, LCpl. L.B. Crawford, )

and Pvt. T.L. Harmon, 4 y&ars; Cpls. D.W. Gatewood, C,W. Meek, and LCpl. L,R, Miller, 3
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LCpl. 8.




On July 3,1963 he was on ship to Okinawa, Japan. Ken was stationed at Camp Surkaran with
the 3 Marine Division. He was assigned to motor transport and was a motor vehicle operator.
September 1964 he was back on a ship to the United States.

October 1964, he reported to Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro Santa Ana, California and he
was there until December 1965 when he got orders to go to Vietnam.

January 1966 he was in country with the 15t Marine Air Wing at Chu Lia, Vietnam with the 2"
Light Anti Aircraft Missile Battalion. December 1966 he was back in the United States to be
discharge from the Marine Corps.
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In 1967 move to Minneapolis, Minnesota. He got his first job May 1968, join the Marine Corps
Reserves at Minneapolis Naval Air Station. October 1971 he was discharge from the Marine
Corps.

1970 he met his wife Dianna and they have three daughters, Shelly, Cindy, Teena, and have
four grandchildren. Ken and Dianna have been married for fifty-two years and counting.

June 1973, he joined the United States Air Force Reserves.
With the Air Force he traveled to Japan, Germany, and Spain
and other bases in the U.S, after 24 years he retired in July 1997.

Ribbons awarded during his military service: AF Outstanding Unit Award, Marine Good
Conduct, National Defense Service, Viethnam Service, AF Longevity Service, Armed Forces
Reserve, Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship, AF
Training, RVN Gallantry Cross W/Palm, Republic of Vietnam Campaign,

With the Marine Corps and the Air Force combined he has 33 years of military service. He
retired with the rank of Master Sargent.



He is a VFW Life member. He has held many positions at VFW Post 1791 and District 2 in
Minnesota. He transferred to Casa Grande Post 1677 in 2019.

In 2020 he joined the Marine corps league and currently hold the position of Judge advocate.




