Jessica Colburn

| was born August 23rd, 1983, in St. louis, MO and grew up with my
parents and older brother in a small suburb called Bridgeton, MO. My dad
retired from the Air Force and spent his time in service at
Travis Air Force in California. | grew up always being
surrounded by animals and people. | felt the drive to do
volunteer work from an early age. | was in girl scouts all

through my youth and did multiple fundraisers and
' events throughout my community. During High School |
was the treasurer of the Kiwanis Key Club and organized yearly blood drives and
charity events for different organizations.

When | turned 17, my family and | moved to Chandler, Arizona when my mom was
transferred with her employer. | graduated high school and
immediately knew | wanted to attend culinary school and enrolled at Scottsdale

Culinary Institute in Scottsdale, Arizona. My love affair of cooking and food
blossomed, and | spent the next 15 plus years working at various restaurants and
establishments across the valley.

January 2008, | gave birth to my son and spent the next few years
dedicating my life to him and learning all about autism and
juggling being a single mom. | worked odd jobs and did what |
could to support us. In 2018 | meet my husband while working one night and we were

attached to each other almost immediately. We would marry 3 years later, and he has
since adopted my son as his own child.

Growing up | never had any connection to the Marine Corps until | met Isaac. | loved
hearing about his stories and learning all about the customs and traditions of the Corp
and loved seeing how passionate he is when talks to fellow Marines. While attending a
music festival in Maricopa in October 2023 | learned about the Marine Corp League, and
we were invited to the Marine Corp Birthday Ball. The next month Isaac and | joined the league and have

been active members ever since and we have enjoyed our time serving the community and fellow
veterans.
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